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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

21st December 2025 
 

 
Masses during the Week 

All Masses at Aldeburgh are live-streamed* 
 

Saturday 1800 Aldeburgh*  People of the Parish  
Sunday (21st) 0915 Leiston         Ints of Leon Doherty 

             1100 Aldeburgh*  Ints of Rev Mary  
                                                                Doel 
 

Monday  No Mass today 
Tuesday  0900 Leiston                                                                       
Wednesday 0900 Aldeburgh*   
 
Christmas  1800 Leiston    Family Mass 
Eve  2100 Aldeburgh*  People of the Parish 
 
Thursday           0915 Leiston  
Christmas Day 1100 Aldeburgh*  William Lane RIP 
         
Friday  1000 Aldeburgh*   
 

Saturday  1800 Aldeburgh*  People of the Parish 
Sunday   (28th) 0915 Leiston          

             1100 Aldeburgh*  John Gilbert RIP 
 

Livestreamlink for Mass 
https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UC-
GsEOvS0m19a_jvjwgLRDw/livestreaming 
 
We extend a warm welcome to those visiting our parish this 
weekend and thank you for your offertory gift, which you 
can ‘gift aid’ by using one of the envelopes from the back 
of church.  
 

Tea/coffee is served in the hall after the Sunday Mass at 
Leiston.   All welcome. 
 

Children’s Worksheets (LOOK) are available at the back of 
church.  They are based on the Sunday readings. 
 
Christmas Masses:  On the evening of Wednesday 24th 
(Christmas Eve), there will be a 6pm Mass at Leiston (family 
Mass).  Mass during the night (traditionally known as 

Midnight Mass) will be at Aldeburgh at 9.00pm.  On 
Christmas morning there will be a 9.15am Mass at Leiston 
and 11.00am at Aldeburgh. 
Mass on Boxing Day (St Stephen’s Day) is at 10.00am 
 
Organist for Christmas: Do you know someone who could 
play the organ (Electronic keyboard) at our 9pm Mass on 
Christmas Eve? It would also be good to have someone at 
Leiston on Christmas eve at 6pm and the Christmas morning 
Mass. We do already have someone for Christmas morning 
at Aldeburgh. 
 
Leiston outdoor Carol Service in Library Square on Christmas 
Eve at 6.30pm.  This is organised by the Christians of the 
town.  All are welcome. 
 
The collection at our Christmas Masses is the traditional gift 
to the clergy and as such forms a significant part of their 
salary. You will find special ‘gift aid’ envelopes at the back of 
church. 
 
Friday Abstinence is dispensed this Friday. 
 
Crib Collection: Bishop Peter has asked that this be given to 
our twin diocese in the Holy Land and as such will be sent to 
the Latin Patriarchate in Jerusalem. 
 
Feasts of the Week: Thursday – The Nativity of the Lord; 
Friday – St Stephen; Saturday – St John. 
Next weekend we celebrate The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph. 
 
Diocesan Newspaper – the December issue is now available 
from the back of church – it’s free. 
 
Diocesan Yearbook and Calendar of feasts and seasons for 
2026 is now available for just £5. 
 
The ‘O Antiphons’: (17th – 23rd December). The final days of 
Advent are a time of special prayer.  The church sings the ‘O 
Antiphons’ in her liturgy.  These are beautiful chants that are 
sung at Evening Prayer.  They are called ‘O Antiphons’ 
because each one begins with the word “O”.  The antiphons 
include many of the titles of Christ, such as “Lord,” 
“lawgiver” and “Sun of justice”.  The well-known hymn “O 
come, O come, Emmanuel” is a version of the ‘O Antiphons’. 
 
Parish Advent Service – Many thanks to the Parish Council 
for organising last Sunday’s special Advent Service and 
particular thanks to Johnny and Helen and to all who 
provided refreshments, served the tea etc and cleared up 
afterwards.  |t was a most enjoyable afternoon. 
 
Alone on Christmas Day? (or do you know someone who will 
be?), then the Aldeburgh Baptist Church invites you to join a 
small group for Christmas Lunch.  For more information 
contact Terry Smith on 01394385052 
 
A “pocket size” Safeguarding information booklet which 
gives the action you should take if concerned about a child 
or adult at risk, has been produced by the diocese.  Copies 
are available at the back of church. 



  
 
Don’t forget to let me know if you are unable to attend Mass 
due to ill health, as we can arrange a home visit with Holy 
Communion. 
Also, remember that the weekly Newsletter is available on 
the parish website. 
 
The latest ‘World Gifts’ catalogue is available at the back of 
church.   
On Friday Pope Leo appointed Bishop Richard Moth 
(currently bishop of Arundel & Brighton) to succeed Cardinal 
Vincent Nichols as Archbishop of Westminster.  This is a 
significant appointment for the Catholic Church in England 
and Wales.   Do keep Bishop Richard in your prayers as he 
prepares to take up his new responsibilities. 
 
Money Matters: Thank you for your weekly collections.    
Last week’s plate collection was £198p. We are also grateful 
for the generous weekly Standing Orders, which currently 
amount to about £640 per week.  Have you set up a Standing 
Order with the parish?  It’s easy: ‘St Peter’s Catholic Church 
Parish Account’ Sort Code 20-98-07: a/c number: 90777048. 
And for Gift Aid purposes, the Charity number for the 
diocese is 278742.  
 

Last week’s Second Collection for the Dependent Priests’ 
Fund was  £242.71p.  Many thanks. 
 

 
We remember those who are sick and housebound in the 
parish and all whose anniversaries occur at this time of the 
year.                            
 

Every blessing for the coming week ~ Fr David 
 
 
 
 

Readings for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 ~ Year A            

 
First reading                                              Isaiah 7:10-14 
 

In those days: The Lord spoke to Ahaz: ‘Ask a sign of the Lord 
your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.’ But Ahaz 
said, ‘I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.’ 
And Isaiah said, ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 
for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? There-
fore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Em-
manuel.’ 
 

____________________ 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 24(23):1-2. 3-4b. 5-6. ℟ cf. 6 
 

Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory. 
 

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, 
the world, and those who dwell in it. 
It is he who set it on the seas; 
on the rivers he made it firm.  
 

Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory. 
 

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? 
Who shall stand in his holy place? 
The clean of hands and pure of heart, 
whose soul is not set on vain things.  
 

Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory. 
 

Blessings from the Lord shall he receive, 
and right reward from the God who saves him. 
Such are the people who seek him, 
who seek the face of the God of Jacob.  
 

Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory. 
 

____________________ 
Second reading                                         Romans 1:1-7 
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an Apostle, set 
apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand 
through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his 
Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 
and was declared to be the Son of God in power according 
to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead: 
Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace 
and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the 
sake of his name among all the nations, including you who 
are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 
To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be 
saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

____________________ 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                  Matthew 1:23 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Emmanuel — which means, 
God with us. 
Alleluia. 
 

____________________ 
 

Gospel                                                 Matthew 1:18-24 
 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they 
came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwill-
ing to put her to shame, resolved to send her away quietly. 
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of Da-
vid, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.’ 
All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: 
‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Emmanuel’ — 
which means, God with us. 
When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife. 
 



  
 


