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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

14 December 2025

Masses during the Week
All Masses at Aldeburgh are live-streamed*

Saturday 1800 Aldeburgh* People of the Parish

Sunday (14%) 0915 Leiston Doug Coleman RIP
1100 Aldeburgh* Private Intention

Monday No Mass today

Tuesday 0900 Leiston

Wednesday 0900 Aldeburgh* Christopher

Codrington and wife (FM)
Thursday 0900 Leiston

Friday 0900 Aldeburgh*

Saturday 1800 Aldeburgh* People of the Parish
Sunday (21%') 0915 Leiston Ints of Leon Doherty
1100 Aldeburgh* Ints of Rev Mary
Doel
Livestreamlink for Mass
https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UC-
GsEOvSOm19a_jvjwgLRDw/livestreaming

We extend a warm welcome to those visiting our parish this
weekend and thank you for your offertory gift, which you
can ‘gift aid’ by using one of the envelopes from the back
of church.

Tea/coffee is served in the hall after the Sunday Mass at
Leiston. All welcome.

Children’s Worksheets (LOOK) are available at the back of
church. They are based on the Sunday readings.

This Sunday is known as Gaudete Sunday and traditionally
rose colour vestments are worn. It marks that we are over
half-way through our Advent journey. The Latin word
‘gaudete’ translates as ‘rejoice’ and is the first word of the
entrance antiphon for today’s Mass: “Rejoice in the Lord
always; again, | say rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near”.

Second Collection this weekend for The Dependent Priests’
Fund. There are special ‘Gift Aid’ envelopes at the back of

church (it is a separate charity). This fund supports the sick
and retired priests of our diocese.

The ‘O Antiphons’: (17t — 23" December). The final days of
Advent are a time of special prayer. The church sings the ‘O
Antiphons’ in her liturgy. These are beautiful chants that are
sung at Evening Prayer. They are called ‘O Antiphons’
because each one begins with the word “O”. The antiphons
include many of the titles of Christ, such as “Lord,”
“lawgiver” and “Sun of justice”. The well-known hymn “O
come, O come, Emmanuel” is a version of the ‘O Antiphons’.

Parish Advent Service — this Sunday, 14" December, at All
Saints, Leiston at 4pm followed by wine, soft drinks, tea,
coffee and mince pies. Do invite family and friends.
Children, plus adults are invited to arrive at 3.30pm for the
making of Christingle candles for carrying into church at the
beginning of the Service. Spread the word and do come
along.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: There will be confessions at
Aldeburgh on Saturday 20" December 3-4pm.

Christmas Masses: On the evening of Wednesday 24"
(Christmas Eve), there will be a 6pm Mass at Leiston (family
Mass). Mass during the night (traditionally known as
Midnight Mass) will be at Aldeburgh at 9.00pm. On
Christmas morning there will be a 9.15am Mass at Leiston
and 11.00am at Aldeburgh.

Organist for Christmas: Do you know someone who could
play the organ (Electronic keyboard) at our 9pm Mass on
Christmas Eve? It would also be good to have someone at
Leiston on Christmas eve at 6pm and the Christmas morning
Mass. We do already have someone for Christmas morning
at Aldeburgh.

A “pocket size” Safeguarding information booklet which
gives the action you should take if concerned about a child
or adult at risk, has been produced by the diocese. Copies
are available at the back of church.

Don’t forget to let me know if you are unable to attend Mass
due to ill health, as we can arrange a home visit with Holy
Communion.

Also, remember that the weekly Newsletter is available on
the parish website.

The latest ‘World Gifts’ catalogue is available at the back of
church. Good ideas for Christmas presents etc.

Diocesan Jubilee Committee: Lucy has been representing
our parish with regard to the 50" anniversary of the diocese
in 2026 but would like to hand this on to someone else. It is
not a great commitment, and meetings can be attended via
Zoom. Let me know if this is something you could take on
for the next year; or for more information have a word with
Lucy.

The Diocese of East Anglia Schools’ Service is seeking
volunteers to serve as school admission appeals panel
members, helping ensure parents’ rights are upheld when a



child is not offered a place at their preferred Catholic
school. Anyone interested in volunteering or finding out
more is invited to contact Helen Bates, Assistant Director
(Schools’ Service), at the Diocese of East Anglia, 21 Upgate,
Poringland, Norwich, NR14 7SH, by email
at ssc@rcdea.org.uk or by telephone on 01508 495509.

Money Matters: Thank you for your weekly collections.
Last week’s plate collection was £271.60p. We are also
grateful for the generous weekly Standing Orders, which
currently amount to about £640 per week. Have you set up
a Standing Order with the parish? It's easy: ‘St Peter’s
Catholic Church Parish Account’ Sort Code 20-98-07: a/c
number: 90777048. And for Gift Aid purposes, the Charity
number for the diocese is 278742.

We remember those who are sick and housebound in the
parish and all whose anniversaries occur at this time of the
year.

Every blessing for the coming week ~ Fr David

Readings for the Third Sunday of Advent
~Year A

First reading Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
it shall blossom abundantly

and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the Lord,

the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands,

and make firm the feeble knees.

Say to those who have an anxious heart,

‘Be strong; fear not!

Behold, your God will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.

He will come and save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return
and come to Sion with singing;

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 146(145):6¢-7. 8-9a. 9b-10. R Matthew 5:3

Come, Lord, and save us.

It is the Lord who preserves fidelity for ever,
who does justice to those who are oppressed.

It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lord who sets prisoners free.

Come, Lord, and save us.

The Lord who opens the eyes of the blind,

the Lord who raises up those who are bowed down.
It is the Lord who loves the just,

the Lord who protects the stranger.

Come, Lord, and save us.

The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow,
but thwarts the path of the wicked.

The Lord will reign for ever,

your God, O Sion, from age to age.

Come, Lord, and save us.

Second reading James 5:7-10

Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord.
See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth,
being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late
rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the
coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one
another, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be judged;
behold, the Judge is standing at the door. As an example of
suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the proph-
ets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18)

Alleluia, alleluia.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;

he has sent me to proclaim good news to the poor.
Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 11:2-11

At that time: When John heard in prison about the deeds of
the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, ‘Are
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’
And Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear
and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lep-
ers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised
up, and the poor have good news preached to them. And
blessed is the one who is not offended by me.’

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds con-
cerning John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to
see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out
to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who
wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses.

‘What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you,
and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written,
“Behold, | send my messenger before your face,

who will prepare your way before you.”

‘Truly, | say to you, among those born of women there has
arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who
is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.’



